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LWVF/LWVFEF CALENDAR for LOCAL LEAGUE (LL) PLANNING

December 2007

Sat 1

Sat 15

Fri 28
Thursday 31
January 2008

Tues 1
Mon- Sun 14-27
Fri-Sat 18-19
Tues 29
Thursday 31
February 2008

Fri 1
Thurs 14

Fri 29

December 2007 - November 2008
Updates in Bold

Distribution ® FY07/08 Lobby Fund solicitation letter
Bill of Rights Day

DistributionThe Florida VOTERwinter 07/08 edition
Presidential Primary Voter RegistratiookBolosing

R gtr. LL PMP due. (25% payable with unrestricted
LL accrual funds on deposit with LWVFEF)
Early Voting fd?residential Preference Primary
State Board Meeting, PalntB&p., leaguers welcome
Presidential Preference Primary
Membership Data DueLWVUS. Used for LWVF PMP

Deadline Immigration Study Consensus to LWVUS
LWVUS Birthday...88 years young
Deadline08 LL Legislative Interviews Forms

March 2008 (Women'’s History Month)

LWVUS

Sat 1

Sat 1

Sat 1
Tues 4

Mon 10
Tues 11
Sat -Sun 15-16
Mon-Fri 17-21
Sun —Tues 16-18
April 2008

Tues 1

Fri 11
Mon 21
Mon-Fri 28-May 2
Wed 30
Wed 30
May 2008

Thurs 1

Fri 2

Fri 9
Fri-Sat 16-17

DeadlineProgram Planning & By Laws suggestions to

Distribution® 7Y 07/08 Ed Fund solicitation letter
Early Bird Registration for 08 Legislative Seminar

2008 Legislative Session Begins
Last Registration for 08 Legislative Seminar
Cancellation Deadlinefor 08 Legislative Seminar

State Board Meeting, Wakulla Springgukers welcome
Sunshine Week

43 egislative Seminar, Tallahassee

1" gtr. LL PMP (FY 08/09) due (25% payable with
unrestricted LL accrual funds on deposit with LWVFEF)
Distributidie Florida VOTER, spring 08 edition
Early Bird Registration LWVF/EF 08 Council of Leaders
Federal, Judicial, State Attorney&blic Defender
Candidate qualifying dates
Last Registration for LWVF/EF 08 Council of Leaders
Last day to enterLWVF/EF 08 Council Contests

Law Day (week)HE RULE OF LAWE-oundation for
Communities of Opportunity and Equity
2008 Legislative Session Ends
Cancellation deadlinefor LWVF/EF 08 Council
Pre-Council State Board Meeting, Dayteaguers
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welcome

Sat-Sun 17-18 LWVF/EF Council of Leaders, Daytona

Sun 18 Post Council State Board Meeting, Daytonaiiérag
welcome

June 2008

Mon 2 Education Study materials posted at LWVF website

Fri-Tues 13-17 LWVUS Convention, Portland, Oregon

Mon-Fri 16-20 Statewide Candidate qualifying dates

July 2008

Tues 1 2nd qtr. LL PMP due (25% payable with LL
Unrestricted accrual funds on deposit with LWVFHE-)

Fri-Sat 18-19 State Board Meeting, TBD, leagrs welcome

Mon 28 Primary Election Voter Registration Book @igs

August 2008

Mon-Sun 11-24 Early Voting for Primary Election

Tues 26 Primary Election

September 2008

Fri-Sat 19-20 State Board Meeting, TBD, leagrs welcome

October 2008

Wed 1 & gtr. LL PMP due (25% payable with LL
Unrestricted accrual funds on deposit with LWVFH-)

Wed 1 —March 31, 2009 LLs hold education study consgus meetings

Mon 6 Gen. Election Voter Registration Book Closing

Mon- Sun 20-11/2 Early Voting for General Election

November 2008

Tues 4 General Election

Fri-Sat 14-15 State Board Meeting, TBD, leagrs welcome
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Board Bytes
November 2007 Board Meeting
Joanne M. Coen, Secretary

Accepted with regret the following resignations from the Board: 1) Clsatkson, LWV of Pensacola
Bay as off board director Housing, and 2) Harriet Boggi, LWV of Palm BeachsQ@dt board Budget
Chair. The Board thanked them for their service.

Appointed: 1) Nancy Ryan, LWV of Volusia County as \f@ervice Director; 2) Margaret Wolter, LWV
of Broward County as off Board Budget Chair; 3)Elayne ddoan, LWV of Palm Beach County as off
board Development Director for LWVFEF.

Reviewed status of Osceola County to become a Memlerge Unit.

Voted to oppose the Property Tax Amendment on the Ja@Qdrgllot.
Adopted pro/con statements to educate voters aboBtrdperty Tax Amendment.

Reviewed proposed workshops and possible speakers fot.29B38ative Seminar.
Approved theme for 2008 LWVF/EF Council: “Leaguers, statr engines!”
Reviewed third party voter registration lawsuit status.

Discussed feedback from Florida Taxation and Budget Refammn@ittee hearings.
Noted that LWVF works with the ERA Legislative Coordinatdguncil on ERA bills.
Recommended that Budget Committee keep PMP at presehofeb13.

Reasserted the importance of maintaining the League’s ris@apaoolicy.

Reviewed new forms and electronic procedures for Accrualt§&sran

Noted that LWVFEF will receive a Phase || LWVEF Voteotection Grant.
Approved timeline for Education Study.

Established 5 goals focused on the LWVF Mission: Positeague as the preeminent (go to) grassroots
organization for participatory government; Be a proactived in furtherance of our principles and
positions; Enable every local League to be a thriving Lepave largest percentage increase in
membership based on national PMP figures by ConveRB068; Become consistently financially able to
achieve our goals.
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Tidbits from Tallahassee
Peg McGarity, Executive Director

The 4" quarter PMP invoices, due January 1, 2008, are in theWtith pleasure, | announce that all local
Leagues, except one, are current or have paid their PMRamee. “Thank you”. To date, the voluntary $5 per
member local League pledge that was approved by coomatgiegates when passing the amended 2007-2008
budget in May has not been as successful. The outcothis @bluntary program could impact the development
of the 2008-2009 LWVF Budget. If you are a League thahbaget made your per member voluntary pledge,
please do so now. You may just be the League that “ma&ekfference”.

Local Leagues with LWVF Education Fund Accrual Accounts ellable to submit grant requests on line. The
forms for Accrual Grant Proposals and the Special At@uant Forms for recurring projects are scheduled to go
on our website abww.lwvfla.org this month. The procedure for submitting these forms veith appear on the
website. A League wishing to submit their request by sraillmmay continue to do so under the present
procedure as outlined in the Accrual Grants Manual.

As a special project, the office is updating-lorida League Special appreciation is extended to LWVF
Secretary, Joanne Coen, President Dianne WheatleytGilMtV of Broward County member Carol Smith and
Office Assistant Jessica Thomas for their assistarieecompleted version will appear on the website.

With the ever changing IRS and State reporting requirenf@nt®nprofit organizations, the League of Women
Voters of the United States has provided the followirigrmation and recommendation if you have a question on
your local League Federal tax status: status as a 501Cgghipation confers different rights and responsibditi
compared to status as a 501© (3) charitable nonprgginization. Virtually all Leagues are 501© (4) nonprofits.
League education funds are 501© (3) charitable organizatfoyt discover that the State of Florida mistakenly
lists your local League as a 501© (3) charitable organizahen_.WVUS recommendation is that each local
League listed as a 501©3 organization write a formarlédtthe State requesting that the State correct their
records to reflect your local League’s status as a §@)1@onprofit organization, and confirm in writing once

they have done so.

With great pleasure | announce that Convention 2009t"Hesague will be the LWV of Jacksonville/First Coast
on May 15 - 17, 2009. Location to be announced.

SAVE THE DATES

March 16-18, 2008 Legislative Seminar Doilee Hotel —Tallahassee
May 17 — 18, 2008 2008 Council EiligaResort — Daytona Beach Shores
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THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF FLORIDA EDuUCATION FUND
540 Beverly Court, Tallahassee, FL 32301-2506
Voice: 850/224-2545 Fax: 850/222-4485 Email: |lwvil@comcast.net Web: www.lwvfla.org

January 29, 2008 Ballot Question
Ballot Summary and Pro/Con Statements

AMENDMENT # 1 — PROPERTY TAXES

Reference: Article VII, Sections 3, 4, and 6, and Article XIl, Secti®7

Ballot Summary: This revision proposes changes to the State Corstittdiating to property taxation. With
respect to homestead property, this revision: (1) inesstli® homestead exemption except for school district
taxes and (2) allows homestead property owners to traqsferdb00,000 of their Save-Our-Homes benefits to
their next homestead. With respect to non-homesteaéyofhis revision (3) provides a $25,000 exemption for
tangible personal property and (4) limits assessmergases for specified non-homestead real property except
for school district taxes.

Sponsor: The Florida Legislature

Background: This amendment was placed on the ballot by the Florideslagure at a special session in October
2007, after a Florida court struck down the Legislatugaitier proposal for property tax cutbacks. This Joint
Resolution proposes changes to the following sectioAstiote VIl (Finance and Taxation) of the Florida
Constitution: Section 3(Taxes; exemptionsgection 4(Taxation; assessments); édection 6(Homestead
Exemptions). It also adds a n8gction 27(Property tax exemptions and limitations on property tax
assessments) faticle X1l (Schedule).

PRO:

Adds a new $25,000 homestead exemption applicable @molyunty property taxes (not school taxes).

Allows homestead property owners to apply up to $500,06Rigting Save Our Homes tax savings to a
new homestead.

Provides businesses with a new $25,000 tax exemptiangibte personal property.

Limits county property tax assessment increases on omestead real property to 10% per year (this is
not applicable to school taxes).

May help stimulate sales of real property by allowingibstead property owners to transfer Save Our
Homes tax savings to a new homestead.

CON:
Cities and counties will lose $9.6 billion in tax moneyrathe next 5 yeats
Public schools will lose $2.8 billion in tax money otlee next 5 years.

Making Save Our Homes portable extends the present iftgqnalroperty tax assessments between
homestead owners and owners of non-homestead property.

The tax breaks will apply to all homeowners, even thdse can afford to pay.
Counties may raise developer impact fees or othes @xies to pay for cuts in property taxes.

! Florida Senate, Updated Senate Fiscal AnalysiPfoposed Tax Reform Package, October 28, 2007.
2
Id.
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May be unconstitutional because it treats long-time lsteael owners differently from new arrivals to
Florida.
Changes state property taxes while the constitutionalhdatad Florida Taxation and Budget Reform
Commission are still working on its once in twentyrgestudy of the taxation system.
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PROPERTY TAXES

THE OCTOBER CONSTITUTIONAL PROPOSALS
Terry Coble, Program Planning Vice President and Fiscal 8licy Chair

On September 24, 2007, the Leon County Circuit Courtddhat the ballot language for the property tax
amendments passed by the Florida Legislature in Junmisisding, and ordered that it should not be placed on
the January 29, 2008 ballot. Rather than rewrite tHetbahguage, the Florida legislature held an additional
Special Legislative Session in October 2007 to craft prewerty tax provisionsThis article contains a

summary of the new proposed constitutional amendmerand the position of the LWVF on the new ballot
guestion

Summary of Bills Passed in the October 2007 Special gislative Session

Three bills were enacted by the state legislature dthim@ctober Special Session (Session D): SJR 2-D, SB 4-
D, and SB 6-D. What follows is a brief summary of eaicthhe three bills.

SJR 2-D — Amendments to Article VII of the Florida Corstitution (Finance and Taxation)
This bill contains the proposed property tax amendméhégpproved by 60 percent of the electorate, it would:

Provide an additional $25,000 homestead exemptidar the assessed value of homestead property
valued at more than $50,000. However, this exemptios ioeapply to school taxes, which represent
approximately 40 percent of property taxes assessée. $25,000 exemption would therefore actually
result in an additional exemption of only around $15,000s pitovision will be effective January 1,
2008.

Allow homestead owners to transfer up to $500,000 ira8e Our Homes benefitdo a new homestead
within two years of giving up their previous homesteadweler, if the valuation of the new homestead
is less than that of the previous home, the amountrefite that can be transferred is proportional to the
value of the new homestead. This provision will apptyoactively to owners who gave up their
homestead in 2007, if they apply for a new homesteadertiean January 1, 2009.

Creates a new $25,000 exemption for tangible persdmaoperty. Since individuals are not subject to
taxation for personal property, this provision only besddiisinesses. This provision will be effective
January 1, 2008.

Caps assessment increases on non-homestead real prgpat 10 percent per year. However, this
cap does not apply to school taxes. This provision wiltadae effect until the 2009 tax roll.

SB 4-D — Ad Valorem Taxation — Statutory Provisions
This bill was enacted by the legislature during the Bpeegislative Session, but it will take effect only5dR 2-
D is passed by the voters. It has the following effect:

Provides statutory language to implement SJR 2-D
Requires the Legislature to help fiscally constrainedountiesby appropriating money to allow them to

offset any reduction in property tax revenue resultiognfthe constitutional amendment. Counties will be
required to apply to the Governor’s office and provideudoentation.
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Authorizes the Department of Revenue to adopt rulescluding emergency rules to implement SJR 2-
D. It would also require the DOR to submit a report @résults of the millage rollback and cap enacted
by the Legislature during its earlier special legis@gession in June 2007.

SB 6-D — Special Election
This bill authorizes the special election on January@08 and the expenditure to hold it.
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THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF FLORIDA
540 Beverly Court, Tallahassee, FL 32301-2506
Voice: 850/224-2545 Fax: 850/222-4485 Emiailvfl@comcast.net Web:www.Ilwvfla.org

The League of Women Voters of Florida opposes SJR Beproposed state constitutional amendment that will
be placed on the special election ballot on Januar(f8, because it would:

(1) Add limitations and exemptions regarding revenue soumdi® Florida Constitution

(2) Extend and increase homestead tax limitations witremard to the ability of homeowners to pay;

(3) Extend the inequities created through Save Our Homeddwjirady homeowners to transfer its benefits;
and

(4) Worsen Florida’s current infrastructure deficit anddkeline in the level of state services and in our
quality of life.

President Dianne Wheatley-Giliotti states that “The ueagf Women Voters of Florida has long held the
position that tax sources and revenues should ngidsified, limited, exempted or prohibited in the state
constitution and that local governments in Floridausthbhiave available a variety of options for generating
revenues to meet local needs. SJR 2-D contravenesittuple because it increases and extends present
homestead-based exemptions, creates a new exemptiongdiimegpersonal property and caps assessment
increases on non-homestead real property.”

In addition, the League of Women Voters of Florida beli¢gkasproperty taxes in Florida should be levied based
on ability to pay, and that tax relief or circuit breakeiould be provided for all low-income persons who own or
rent property regardless of age. By allowing current hoa@sts to keep the Save Our Homes tax limitation,
SJR 2-D runs contrary to this principle — Save Our Hameet based on ability to pay and has introduced a bias
against more recent home buyers and non-homesteadtgroweers resulting in large inequities in the taxes

they pay.

Finally, the League of Women Voters of Florida believesdhastate has a present infrastructure deficit, and
state service levels and our quality of life are dedjnifihe League’s position is that sufficient state sasteuld
be levied to reverse the decline in levels of servickimprove the quality of life for all Floridians. Accondito
the Legislature’s own calculations, passage of SJR 2-Degilllt in revenue losses of $12.4 billion in the next 5
years. These losses are in addition to the alreadgaied revenue cap passed by the Legislature during its
earlier special legislative session.

Said Fiscal Policy Chair Terry Coble, “The losses inmeesoccasioned by SJR 2-D would result in
unconscionable cuts to our state’s infrastructure andcg needs at a time when revenue shortfalls are already
causing the Legislature to reduce our existing state budget.”
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The Florida Legislature
Bares All!

The delicate and colorful azaleas and dogwoods will greet you as ydrive into Tallahassee, as our state
capitol is dressed for spring and the start of another Legiative Session. This gentle opening is the
preamble to a hard-hitting and incisive program beginning March16, 2008, about the 2008 Legislative
Session. You and members of your delegation will enjoy 2 and hdilys of round-the-clock presentations

and meetings with the state’s leaders and those that intnce them. Hear from Senators,

Representatives, lobbyists, and others on the inside, as veain more about the key issues facing our
citizens, and share our ideas with our representatives.

The first evening we’ll gather for dinner hosted by the LWV of Tallahassee and spend the next
morning in the majestic Cabinet Room hearing from | egislator after legislator.

You'll hear speakers answer the excellent questions posed by our “take no prisoners” League
members. Part of the session will be a chance to m eet in small groups with your local
legislators. Hear first hand as they answer YOUR q  uestions about LWVF Legislative Priorities
and property tax, healthcare, and the environment. Seminars will be offered on a number of
issues, and you will come away with an inside view and a much deeper understanding of our
government process.

Don’t miss the chance to hear our state Legislators tell the inside story!

Stay in the beautiful Doubletree Hotel ; dine at the renowned Park Plaza Hotel and breakfa st at
the historic Governor’s Club. Join dynamic articul ate League members from across the state
and learn new information from interesting small se minar sessions.

Here’s what your fellow Leaguers have said:
“An inspiring view into our Legislative process...enc ourage any and all to participate in this
energizing forum...” Leza Tellam, Orange County

“Really enjoyed hearing from all sides of the “aisl e” and the inside scoops from the League

lobbyist, and others who have an inside view...not to be missed” Joan K.
“Have kept contact with some of my contacts, and so interesting to learn what others are doing
around the state...” Delia G.

SEMINAR REGISTRATION

$140 Early Bird Registration (received by March 1)
$150 Regular Registration (received by March 10)
$160 Late or paid at the door Registration (received lsliéech 13)
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A $25 cancellation fee will be charged if cancellatfonot received by March 13
Registration fee is for member participants. It inekidall seminar materials, all seminar activities,
reception/dinners on March 16 and 17, and breakfast orhM&;2008.

SUBSTUTION & CANCELLATIONS - Should a local League member need to change paid plaites
another local League member, simply notify the LWVHRceffof the name of the person canceling and the name
of the person submitting for the original registrantaBéehave the original registrant pass on pre-semiméeghr
materials to the substitute. Should a paid localgueamember need to cancel without a replacement,epleas
advise the LWVF office information to which the refundosld be sent. This refund will reflect a $25
cancellation fee.

NOT ATTENDING FULL SEMINAR? INVITED GUESTS, SPOUSES, FRIENDS AND ANY LEAGUE
MEMBER MAY ATTEND ONLY THE FOLLOWING RECEPTIONS/DINNE RS AND BREAKFAST:

Sunday, March 16 Reception/Dinner Cost  $45.00
Monday, March 17 Reception/Dinner Cost  $45.00
Tuesday, March 18 Breakfast Cost  $30.00

LODGING RESERVATIONS - You will make your room reservations directly
with the Doubletree Hotel Tallahassee. The hotel has extarspetialroom rate of
$149.00 + tax per night with a two night minimum reeonent (March 16 & 17,
2008).Cut off date for reservation is Thursday, February 14 2008. Let hotel know you are with the League
of Women Voters Hotel parking for registered guests is a (discoyrpeelailing rate. Day parking for meeting
attendees that are not registered hotel guests &idltlprevailing rates each time they exit the garBgn to
make your reservations early as rooms fill very quickly.

Doubletree Hotel Tallahassee (you can stay two to a rogm
101 South Adams Street, Tallahassee, FL 32301
Reservations @ 1-800-222-8733

Weather — Tallahassee is a beautiful city to visit. The Marabather is quite variable. A cool sunny day will
probably await your visit. The hotel is within walking®@ince to the Capitol and meal venues. Bring along some
comfortable walking shoes and enjoy the rolling hills angdressive scenery.

MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS TODAY....Be a PART OF THE ACTION!
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REGISTRATION FORM

2008 LWVF LEGISLATIVE SEMINAR
March 16 — 18, 2008 Doubletree Hotel Tallah assee
101 South Adams Street, Tallahassee, FL 32301

Complete this form and send with your check for the amount due to
LWVF, 540 Beverly Court, Tallahassee, FL 32301

League of Women Voters of

Name Portfolio
Address

City State Zip code

Phone e-malil

Amount Enclosed First time at Seminé8 No

REGISTRATION FEE
$140 by March 1
$150 after March 1
$160 after March 13 (at the door)
A $25 Cancellation fee will be charged if cancellati® not received by March 13

Registration fee is for member participants and indwadleseminar materials, participation at all seminar
activities including reception/dinners on March 16 andoi@akfast on March 18, 2008 and all workshops.

Invited guests, spouses, friends and any League membreat attending the
full seminar may attend the following receptions/dinnes and breakfast only

Sunday, March 16 Reception/Dinner Cost per gue<t5.08 Amount Enclosed
Monday, March 17 Reception/Dinner Cost per guest .0$48mount Enclosed
Tuesday, March 18 Breakfast Cost per guest $30rfuAt Enclosed

HOTEL RESERVATIONS ARE TO BE MADE DIRECTLY WITH THED OUBLETREE HOTEL
TALLAHASSEE AT 1-800-222-8733 by FEBRUARY 14, 2008. Roomate is $149.00 + tax per night, single
or double with a two night stay. Let them know you ae with the League of Women Voters.



14 of 21
Organizational Tips/Best Practices
Speakers Bureau
Pam Goodman, Organization Director,pamelasgoodman@aol.com

A great multi-purpose tool that Leagues can use yeadrduun especially in the next 10 months leading
up to the general Election in November, 2008, is a Spe&kerau. A Speakers Bureau provides voter education
and voter service to your community, but can be use@bylocal League as a fundraiser and a membership
recruitment and retention tool by employing your memloera useful and productive LWV outreach program!

Since Leagues must comply with the rule that only tleglue president speaks for the League, it is wise
for the President to initiate this program and be a leadiemmber of this committee. Howeydo NOT do this
yourself....you will need two people to make this really work: Peson to organize the subject matter and
condense it into the “canned” speech, and 2) A persbe the “contact person” with outside organizations and
groups to schedule the speaking engagements and assgarspe

Try and schedule two people for each speaking engagememt: meak, the other to assist with handing
out materials, asking for memberships, etc. If you ha®eldic Relations person, it is wise for that persorido a
be tied in to this committee so that its serviceslmaoffered in various media, most important your o83 P
radio and television community service announcements!

To get started, recruit a committee through your Board andWOTER. Stress that speaking experience
is welcome, but not required. A non-experienced spezlegain tips from those that are experienced and a good
idea is to offer to send a member to Toastmasters |yisibaut a $10 fee to join and a great avenue towards
perfect speaking ability!

At your initial meeting, try and work through subjecttteathat you think is important for the community
to know. This should always include brief informataiout LWV, election dates and voting procedures. A
speaker should be able to provide voter registration lasehéee ballot requests. They should be able to explain
Early Voting and the voting system that will be usedffierelection (many of us will have a new system this year
as a result of the paper trail mandate for Florida.)

Beyond, the basic information, a speech can now be develatiedarious issues including:

Ballot Amendments: Description, Pros/Cons, Finanmalications, etc. Just remember that this is the

Education Tool of League. If the League has a positicangrof the amendments, you should state that

we do, or do not, and that at the close of your presemtgou will be willing to discuss them. Explain

that Education must be kept separate from Advocacy!

Other possible current issues:

-Primary information (see Primary Primer, LWVPBC N®sue

-Rights Restoration

-Redistricting

-Other issues specific to your local government!

Handouts of your Voters Guide are extremely benefician'tiorget to remind the audience that we do
this as a public service and any contribution will go tasdurther voter education efforts!(usually a $100
donation is suggested and , most times, collected!)

And don't forget to ask for new members and have memipesgiplications ready!

If you are interested in learning more about Speakersdsi, | will continue to send tips in coming
months and will be conducting a workshop at Council! LWV ofrfPBeach County has also developed a power
point presentation and would be happy to send to yos@stang point.

Good Luck and Have Fun!
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“Local League Presidents Complain to State President aut Broken Record as Florida Works to Lead the
Nation in LWV Membership Growth”

Deirdre Macnab, Membership Director didimacnhab@earthlink.net

Winter Park, FL : Local League of Women Voters presidents complainecetsttte
president of the LWV of Florida about the never ending strdamails and requests for
them to ensure they have a Membership Chair in place, andragement to start Hot
Topics or some kind of regular monthly membership gatbe

“We get the message already,” said long time LeaguaiQmtop-ofitall. Ima was finally
able to fill her membership chair position with two memsbeho agreed to work as co
chairs. “We want to offer a monthly program, and are ex@mlg whether we want to do a
Pancakes and Politics or basic Hot Topics luncheon progith speakers like other Leagues,” said Ima.

Meanwhile in Palm Beach, Local League president Pam Gawodpshed, “Our first two Hot Topics have been
big successes in both attracting our current membersranging new people out of the woodwork.” She
remarked on the high numbers of new memberships followirsg tHet Topics. “Finding a good central
restaurant was the first step,” notes Goodman, bute'are had that in place, the rest fell together.”

President Dianne Wheatley Giliotti calmed local pres&lbgtsaying, “Broken records are out of place unless it's
about something as important as building our membershipbbying our legislators!”
* * * * *

Okay, the above is “tongue in cheek” (except for Pam Goodnate) but hopefully by now, if you don’'t have
a membership chair, you are scanning the horizon food gspect (and LL Presidents don't try to do it
all!)...and your boards are busy evaluating the prospectsrégugar monthly forum of some kind that ties into
good food and fellowship!

CHECKLIST for LOCAL LEAGUE PRESIDENTS :

1. Yes, | have a membership chair(s) in place....and Deirdr®andhave their name and contact
information.

2. Yes, my board is discussing or has already begun montkeleoy other month programs for members
helping them understand Hot and Interesting topics.

3. Yes, we have or are building a database of emails to REPBAY contact our members and prospects
about upcoming events. We try to send these emailsHREE times before every event, and try to
market them also with our newsletter and possibly posic#veé encourage our members to send the
invites onto THEIR friends.

4. Yes, we try to price it to make some money for our Leageact luncheon program so we can continue
to build our finances for other things.

5. Yes, | have someone taking pictures at all eventsttonpur newsletter. Yes, | already know members
like to see their own pictures, and the pictures breaduupewsy newsletters.

6. Yes, | am keeping Deirdre and Pam up to date on what and B@sevdoing with our Hot Topics and
membership efforts, because they want to share ourideas with the other leagues!
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Thanks for your patience with my awkward attempt at jdisma...PLEASE contact us with news and
information about how your membership efforts are going.
REMEMBER: REMIND YOUR BOARD AND MEMBERSHIP: Everyone isidthe Membership Committee
(ASK a friend to attend a Hot Topics, or simply to jpin!
This should be your Membership Chair's mantra: Askienérto join! And, we’re all on the Membership
Committee.

Prospective members are simply WAITING to be asked.Dadw't disappoint them!!
Note: We are looking for some committee members for our STKERbership Committee...very little work

and lots of fun...please forward any names on of members
Who you think might like to serve on this to help breon® new marketing ideas for members.
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EDUCATION STUDY* STATUS
Terry Coble, Program Planning Vice President

The Education Study approved by the 2007 Conventionaelegontinues to progress. On October 27, 2007,
co-chairs Barbara Barry and Kaia Forget, from the LWV of GeaDgunty, convened a statewide conference call
to reach out to all local League members interestsdrving on the study committee. Carol Ann Holmes,
President of the Pensacola Area League, and Whitnegdt/from the Alachua/Gainesville League participated.
The Pensacola Area League Education Committee hasthelging the impact of the present school
accountability system on the retention Bfgaders. Their Education Committee will be able tokwor
collaboratively with the Orange County League Educatiom@ittee on the study. Whitney Untiedt is an
attorney employed by Three Rivers Legal Services whoseptg children in education cases. She will look over
materials that Barbara has gathered and to work on sunmgatizm.

Additional local League participation is highly desired &ncouraged. Please contact Kaia Forget at
kwforget@cfl.rr.comor Barbara Barry diarrydmin@yahoo.con#07-970-2262 (cell); 407-677-1771 (home) for
more information.

In November, the Education Study Committee provided a reemded timeline for approval by the state League
board at its meeting on November 16-17. The board apptbegddllowing:

June 2007-January 2008- Committee conducts outreach for additional members
June 2007-January 2008- Committee completes member question assignment
February — April 2008 — Committee compiles information for Local League study
April — June 2008— Committee posts information on LWVF website

July — August 2008- Committee develops proposed consensus questions
September 2008- LWVF board approves consensus questions

October 2008-March 2009~ Local Leagues hold consensus meetings

April 2009 — LWVF board compiles answers to consensus questions

May 2009—- LWVF board adopts new LWVF position

All local Leagues are encouraged to make time in tbe&l League annual calendars for 2008-9 to undertake this
study and schedule consensus meetings bet@eter 2008 and March 2009.

The October 2007 Presidents Mailing postedwatv.lwvfla.orgincludes a list of 24 inquiry questions that the
study committee is researching.

* Does Florida have a reliable accountability systenhiat measures the achievement of all students whose
education is provided by public expenditure?
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Our Florida Government
Sandy Parker, Editosparker101l@gmail.com

We still need help in staffing tH@ur Florida Government,'Editionrevision team. | would greatly appreciate it
if you would identify one or two people in your local League might be willing to take on one of these two
tasks, and let me have their contact info (name, emajpplanige). VOTER ready ads follow.

| will then contact them directly and "make the ask,” mentigthat their League president (hame) thought they'd
be great at this little job. (As we keep hearing, samegtiyou just have to ask in order to get a member invglved!

Desktop Publisherneeded to create a new, fresh look for tAedition ofOur Florida Governmenta
publication of the League of Women Voters of Florida Education Fund, using Microsaft2008.
Members are updating this 128-page book that has served as a resource througladetsineestL 969.
We will send you a simple Word document and several graphics for you to turn int¢-gkesy
publication. Knowledge of styles, formatting, fonts and page layout in Microsmitl 2003, and a
great sense of design and layout are required. Contact Sandy Parker at 239-513-1595 or
sparker101@gmail.com

Writer/Researcher needed to update the State Agency and Executive Branch Departments sections of
the 6" edition ofOur Florida Governmenta publication of the League of Women Voters of Florida
Education Fund. Sections (each one-to-two paragraphs in length) to be updated incliegattradnt
of Business and Professional Regulation, Department of Citrus, Department dfiddu2epartment
of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, and a few more. Research is web:-tvasning will be
provided. Work needs to be completed by the end of December. Contact Sandy Parkélat P395
or sparker101@gmail.com
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THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF FLORIDA
540 Beverly Court, Tallahassee, FL 32301-2506
Voice: 850/224-2545 Fax: 850/222-4485 Emlaihfl @comcast.net Web:www.lwvfla.org

STATEMENT TO THE COMMISSION ON OPEN GOVERNMENT
PUBLIC HEARING
NOVEMBER 27, 2007

Hello, my name is . | am representing the League of Women

Voters of Florida. The League is a nonpartisan paliticganization that encourages informed and active

participation in government.

The League is a founding member of the Florida Rightsorasn Coalition established in 2003. The FRRC
member organizations are collectively dedicated to ukenaatic restoration of civil and voting rights for person
with past felony convictions.

Until laws permit automatic restoration, the Leagebkeves that the current executive clemency process can be

more transparent. We recommend that:

The clemency board provide a reason for the denial of a tfquesstoration of civil rights.
The clemency board meet in different locations througtieustate to enable more applicants to attend
hearings.

Procedures be designed to make public records availaldenore timely basis to former felons.

For almost ninety years the League of Women Voters hagathd for an open government that is responsive to
the people. We endorse the Florida Rights RestoratiafitiGn’s position to create a transparent and accessible

clemency process.

We thank the Florida Commission on Open Government fopaortunity to address to our concerns. We

applaud the governor for establishing this commission.
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YOUR LWVF BOARD and STAFF AT WORK
October and November, 2007

October 4  Vice President Wills and Executive Director McGaritieatled a Leon County Board of County
Commissioners "National Conversation on Climate Actimommunity meeting held in collaboration with the
International Council on Local Environmental Initiatives.

October 5 Director Macnab presented testimony at the Fldadation and Budget Reform Commission
statewide public hearing in Orlando.

October 5 Climate Change Committee member Charlene Wakksented the LWVF land use and
transportation positions to tii&overnor’'s Action Team on Energy and Climate Change in Tealtde.

October 8 Executive Director McGarity attended Sunshimeit@e sponsored by the First Amendment
Foundation in Tallahassee.

October 8 Vice President Wills attended a “Direct Deracy in the Sunshine State: Realities of Reform”
forum on efforts to rein in the use of citizen initiag\va the University of Florida in Gainesville.

October 10  Director Macnab and Secretary Coen met witedls County residents to review start-up
requirements to establish a member-at-large unit.

October 10  Director Coble presented testimony at thiedBld axation and Budget Reform Commission
statewide public hearing in Miami.

October 17  Executive Director McGarity represented LW V& &ception for James H. Ammons, the new
FAMU President, in Tallahassee.

October 18  Climate Change Committee chair and Treasurea@rattended a conference on “Renewable
Energy: Trends in Global Innovation and Finance” in Coehl€s.

October 29 Climate Change Committee chair andstlrer Graham attended Senator Saunders', Chair of the
Senate Environmental Preservation and Conservatiomditee, Environmental Summit in Fort Myers. The
panel discussed Everglades Restoration legislation amingngrojects.

October 29-30 Climate Change Committee member CharletieeiNdserved Governor’s Action Team on
Energy and Climate Change deliberations on policy issug¢kdalevelopment of a comprehensive energy and
climate change action plan intended to reduce statewadmigouse gas emissions.

November 1 President Wheatley-Giliotti, Vice Presid#fiits and Executive Director McGarity met with Tim
O’Brien, LWVEF Public Advocacy for Voter Protectiongse Il project manager, in Tampa to discuss grant
terms for LWVFEF for the 2008 election cycle.

November 7 President Wheatley-Giliotti interviewed bgv@® Bousquet, tht. Petersburg TIMESapital
Bureau Chief, regarding the US Justice Departmengwest the HB 537 voting changes as passed in spring
2007. LWVF quoted in article published 11/8.

November 8 Director Macnab conducted board orientation fov lof\Space Coast.
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November 13 Executive Director McGarity represented LVéYthe Philanthropy Day Luncheon Celebration at
FSU University Center honoring the local philanthropistsiness, and media sponsored by the Big Ben chapter
of the Association of Fundraising Professional in Tallabes

November 14 Executive Director McGarity attended inaugualitton meeting convened by Floridians for
Alternatives to the Death Penalty in Tallahassee. THaionglans to meet regionally.

November 16-17 LWVF/LWVFEF held bi-monthly board meeim&arasota. The board met with LWV of
Sarasota County leaders for dinner on tHe 16

November 19 President Wheatley-Giliotti met with LW\VGillier leaders in Naples.

November 27 Off Board Director Emmons-Schramm gaveensgéamt to the Commission on Open Government
public hearing in Kissimmee regarding making the clemenoggss for former felons more transparent and the
clemency hearings more accessible.

November 28 Director Macnhab attended a LWV of Seminole @anitée attended by 25 elected officials.

Weekly Off Board Director Emmons-Schramm participateairDistrictsFlorida conference calls
regarding the citizen’s petition initiative re-distrigjicampaign progress for the 2010 election.

Monthly Directors Goodman and Macnab chaired monthly cenéer calls with local League membership
chairs to gauge Project Pink Flamingo, the LWVF memigegiowth campaign, progress.

Monthly Director Mitchell participated in Florida Righ&estoration Coalition (FRRC) conference calls to
implement strategies to assist former felons to gt tivil rights restored.



